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Youth Participation 
A workshop of critical reflection on a key term in international youth work

Summary
This workshop on the subject of youth participation as a key term in international youth work reflected on definitions, backgrounds and general concepts of participation on the one hand and on the relationship between participation and international youth exchange on the other hand. 

First, definitions of the term ´participation´ by participants and team leaders of the partner contact market seminar were analysed regarding contexts, actors, objectives, conditions and activities. It was concluded, that the term participation has to be linked to a concrete context and field of action in order to avoid the term to become a void key word.




The debate on partipation was then retraced to the White paper on Governance by the European commission.

Governance

Concept originally used by specialists in medieval English society, which was characterized by cooperation between the different sources of power (church, nobility, merchants, peasants, etc.). During the 1980s the World Bank took up the concept of governance to describe the way power is exercised in the management of a country’s economic and social resources. At the heart of discussions about governance are terms such as responsibility, information, transparency, the rule of law. Governance does not refer to political power in the strict sense. It is not the art of administration at a given level of power, but the art of coordinating administration between different territorial levels. 
www.solagral.org/publications/pedago/mondialisation_1999/version_gb/glossary.htm
This text opens with a general statement: 


Today, political leaders throughout Europe are facing a real paradox. On the one hand, Europeans want them to find solutions to the major problems confronting our societies. On the other hand, people increasingly distrust institutions and politics or are simply not interested in them.

Five political principles - openness, participation, accountability, effectiveness and coherence are designed to tackle the problem of desinterest regarding politics. Participation is a key principle underpinning the EU White Paper on Youth Politics:
Participation: ensuring young people are consulted and more involved in the decisions which concern them and, in general, the life of their communities.
Participation should be developed primarily in the local community, including schools, which provide an ideal opportunity for participation. It must also be extended to include young people who do not belong to associations. The open method of coordination could lead to the introduction by local authorities of flexible and innovative participatory mechanisms and to the spread of regional and national youth councils which are open to young people who are not necessarily active in organisations. Participation goes hand in hand with providing young people with information. 

In this context the workshop discussed on key statements of the chapter on participation:
1) A global concept, a universal right, different approaches
2)· Participation of young people - a learning process
3) Participate? Yes...but how?
4)· Real participation as opposed to symbolic participation
5) Conditions of participation

There was a hard discussion whether participation was an opportunity or an obligation. The group furthermore outlined a power relation: Youth participation always leads to an interface between youth world and adult world which has to be taken into account.  Young people thus need self-confidence and trust when they decide to ´participate´.
On this basis, the workshop discussed which role participation plays in international youth work. The debate can be summarized in the following mind map.  Youth exchange provides training of participation skills and an exchange of participation concepts and methods. It can have effects regarding participation on the local level as it gives youths the chance to open-up and widen their horizon and thus can motivate them to get involved. Yet, these positive effects do only result from careful preparation and a sustainable continuation of the exchange experience. 





At the end, concrete questions and case examples provided by the participants were discussed. The workshop discussed about possible methods how to stimulate participation.
	Examples
	Methods
	Problems, Questions
	Conditions

	Turkey: 80000 students, 400 members, 25 activists: How to involve people?
Greece: Many youngsters are not able to participate in society

Bulgary: the local youth council´s decisions are not taken seriously by politicians 

	Problem analysis (Interviews, evaluation)
Multiplication through personal networks vs. campaigning

Giving incentives

Training courses

Continuous evaluation

Group coherence

Training personality

Subversion?`

“Knowing the rules”, awareness of the legal framework
	Find participants
Motivate youngsters

Qualification

Spirit

Identification

Adult acceptance

Instrumentalisation

Illusions

Adopting the mechanisms of “the system”
	>consumerism, individualism, irresponsibility

<mistrust, system, economic sit. (?), closed identity

- lack of results

offers, structures, possibilities, credibilty

Power relation!




The workshop was then evaluated (4 corners method). Evaluation was generally positive though one participant criticized the theoretical approach in the beginning while another one particularly liked this kind of analysis. It could be observed that there were quite different grades of participation in the debate on participation due to different experience backgrounds. 
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Social skills (<-> group, conflicts), communication skills (linguistic, bonding, networking), work experience, personal reflection (opening-up identities)
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